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Maine Partnerships Receive $2,650,000
for Wetlands Projects

On September 8, 2004, the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission, as
authorized under the North American Wetlands Conservation Act, approved
a total of $2,650,000 in funding for three projects in Maine. The Act is
nonregulatory and calls for voluntary partnerships to develop and implement
wetlands and associated uplands projects to benefit wildlife. Projects must
meet certain biological criteria to be considered for funding, and partners
must be able to match the grant request 1:1 with nonfederal funds. The
projects’ partnerships exceeded the match requirement with a total of
$9,880,500 and added $44,847,265 more in nonmatching funds.

Downeast Lakes Forestry Partnership Project

This project is located in Washington and Penobscot Counties in
Congressional District 2. The partners will use fee-title acquisition and a
conservation easement to conserve some 339,080 acres of forestland,
containing more than 54,000 acres of wetlands and more than 250,000 acres
of associated uplands. The fee-title lands lie along West Grand Lake,
Pocumcus Lake, and other lakes; the easement covers 312,000 acres of
Typhoon LLC property. More than 445 miles of shoreline on more than 60
lakes and ponds from the Grand Lake Stream area to New Brunswick,
Canada, will be protected. This project compliments other conservation
efforts in New Brunswick and Maine, in total providing more than 1 million
acres of contiguous wildlife habitat.

The North American Waterfowl Management Plan’s Atlantic Coast and
Black Duck Joint Ventures, U.S. Shorebird Conservation Plan, North
American Waterbird Conservation Plan, and Partners in Flight all indicate
that the project area contains high-value habitat. These lands are home to at
least eight breeding bald eagle pairs; about 200 loons, which represents more
than 10 percent of northern Maine’s loon population; 185 bird species (more
than 130 breed in the project area); and several rare and endangered plants.
The easement will protect some of Maine’s historically significant
archeological sites along Grand Lake Stream and Little River, home to the
Passamaquoddy Tribe.

Typhoon LLC will maintain and enhance public access to easement lands for
historic recreational uses: hunting, fishing, and trapping, for example. New
England Forestry Foundation will hold title to the easement. Public access
also will be allowed on lands acquired by Downeast Lakes Land Trust.

Other partners making all this possible include EImina B. Sewall Foundation,
John Lea, Sydney Lea, Land For Maine’s Future, and North Cape Oil Spill
Settlement. They more than matched their $1,000,000 grant request with
$5,570,000. Multiple other partners added $18,400,000 in nonmatching
funds.

For more information about this project, contact Frank Reed, Project
Manager, New England Forestry Foundation, (802) 728-3163,



phurter@sover.net, or David Buie, Standard Grants Program Proposal Coordinator, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, (301) 497-5870, david_buie@fws.gov.

Greater Pleasant Bay Area Project

Partners of this project, located in Washington County in Congressional District 2, received a
$650,000 grant, which they matched with $1,310,500. They added $18,000 more in nonmatching
funds. Partners will protect 592 acres of high-value wetlands and associated uplands in the Greater
Pleasant Bay area through fee-title and conservation easement acquisitions. Another 170 acres of
conservation easements will be donated to the project.

The project area has long been recognized for its exceptional habitat values. The extensive intertidal
mudflats and relatively pristine shoreline provide outstanding habitats for large concentrations of Atlantic
Flyway wintering and migrating waterfowl and shorebirds. The project area’s islands provide important
nesting habitat for bald eagles and seabirds. Although significant habitat protection work has been
accomplished in the project area, very little of the highest value habitat, which is concentrated in the long,
narrow, tidal embayments, has been permanently protected. Similarly, no protection has been afforded to
25 of the 48 nationally significant nesting islands in the project area.

Land values in Downeast Maine remain lower than the rest of coastal New England. Not surprisingly,
then, developers are buying, subdividing, and selling shorefront properties to buyers looking for a place to
locate a second home. The partnership will buy key-habitat properties and conservation easements to
permanently protect these lands.

The project area’s intertidal coastal wetlands and adjacent forested upland habitat provide migratory and
wintering habitat for at least 45 waterfowl species. Large populations of migratory and wintering
American black ducks are particularly notable. These habitats contain internationally significant roosting
and feeding areas for tens of thousands of migrating shorebirds, representing some 36 species. The
largest late summer and fall populations of semipalmated sandpipers and semipalmated plovers found
along the East Coast congregate here amongst one of the largest whimbrel populations in the United
States and the largest populations of black-bellied plover, short-billed dowitchers, greater and lesser
yellowlegs, and white-rumped sandpipers in Maine. The project is not only important to the North
American Waterfowl Managment Plan’s Atlantic Coast and Black Duck Joint Ventures and the
U.S. Shorebird Conservation Plan but also to Partners in Flight and the North American Waterbird
Conservation Plan. An amazing 41 of 42 Partners in Flight regional high-priority species and 24 of 30
Waterbird Plan priority species are found in the project area.

The public will have access to acquired coastal properties for birding, hunting, hiking, kayaking,
environmental education, and research. Public use on some parcels may be restricted during certain times
of the year to protect migratory birds and endangered species. Because tourism is a major component of
the Downeast Maine economy, conservation of these habitats will benefit the area’s economy by
preserving the region’s scenic beauty as well as its wildlife and habitat values, water quality, and
recreational potential.

Project partners include Maine Coast Heritage Trust, Paul Ollinger, Great Auk Land Trust, Josephine
Ewing, Sarah Gates, Pleasant River Wildlife Foundation, Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife, Ducks Unlimited, Inc., The Nature Conservancy-Maine Chapter, Downeast Rivers Land Trust,
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Gulf of Maine Coastal Program and Petit Manan National Wildlife
Refuge.

For more information about this project, contact Lois Winter, Project Officer, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Gulf of Maine Coastal Program, (207) 781-8364, lois_winter@fws.gov, or David Buie,



Standard Grants Proposal Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, (301) 497-5870,
david_buie@fws.gov.

Maine Forest Ecosystem Project

Partners of this project received a $1,000,000 grant, to which they contributed $3,000,000 in matching
funds and $26,429,265 in nonmatching funds. The project is located in Penobscot, Piscataquis, and
Somerset Counties in Congressional District 2. The grant funds will allow the Forest Society of
Maine (Society) to complete the acquisition of the 281,540-acre West Branch easement. The Nature
Conservancy (Conservancy), a project partner, will transfer title of its 194,751-acre Katahdin Forest
Project easement to the Maine Department of Conservation (Department), which will contract with the
Society to monitor it.

Both the West Branch and Katahdin easements ensure that their wetlands and riparian areas, and the
wildlife resources they support, will be protected in perpetuity while maintaining sustainable timber
harvest. This landscape-scale effort will protect 476,291 acres of habitat, encompassing 50,415 acres
of wetlands and 25,215 acres of associated uplands. Monitoring will be incorporated into the properties’
management plan.

This project will protect habitat for a variety of birds: Atlantic Flyway waterfowl, particularly breeding
populations of American black duck; migratory populations of the greater scaup; breeding and migratory
populations of American woodcock; and breeding populations of neotropical songbirds, such as olive-sided
flycatcher and Canada warbler.

The landscape-level protection secured through this project provides an ideal setting for the recovery of
nesting golden eagles and peregrine falcons. The project area currently hosts six bald eagle nesting sites.
As regional populations of these wide-ranging raptors continue to increase, protected areas such as those
provided by the project will offer them crucial habitat.

One of the few remaining, self-sustaining lynx populations in the contiguous 48 states is found in the
project area. The recovery and sustainability of this wide-ranging cat in Maine require conservation and
management of large landscapes. State-listed species that will benefit from the project are the common
tern, yellow rail, and sedge wren. Other species of note found on site include common loon, American
bittern, northern harrier, and Bicknell’s thrush. Recreationists also will benefit: they will have continued
use of the protected woods, rivers, and ponds for traditional activities such as hunting, fishing, birding,
canoeing, and hiking.

This project will help to create a landscape in northern Maine that covers 1.7 million acres of contiguous
conservation lands, protecting significant watershed areas of the St. John and Penobscot Rivers for future
generations of wildlife and people.

In addition to the Society, the Department, and the Conservancy, other project partners include
Merriweather LLC and Wagner Forest Management. Their work supports the conservation goals of the
North American Waterfowl Management Plan’s Atlantic Coast and Black Duck Joint Ventures, U.S.
Shorebird Conservation Plan, North American Waterbird Conservation Plan, and Partners in Flight.

For more information about this project, contact Ken Elowe, Director of Resource Management,
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, (207) 287-5252, ken.elowe@maine.gov, or
David Buie, Standard Grants Proposal Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, (301) 497-

5870, david_buie@fws.gov.



